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gelizing operations amongst the heathen population. Indeed,
they would have special difficulties in pursuing such a work
as open air preaching, as appears from a circumstance which
occurred to one of our native missionaries. A friend of his,
a well-educated Koman Catholic catechist, was persuaded to
accompany him one evening to preach to the heathen. Those
who collected together on the occasion, struck with surprise
at the sight of the new preacher, asked him, " iSir, are you
also come to preach? Do you also venture to tell us that
idol-worship is sinful 1 Did we not, some days ago, see your
people carrying your idols round your church *?" Confounded
at their words, the poor catechist in vain attempted to show
that it was not idols that they carried, but images, which are
kept with a view to make a deep impression of good things
on the minds of the ignorant, and that by bowing down to
them they do not mean to worship them, but God only.
"It is for the very same purpose," replied the heathen
idolaters, " that we keep idols ; what is the difference
between your images and our idols ? Are they not identically
the same'?" There was no more venturing out to preach
after this.

The Eomish churches directly connected with the see of
Eome are distributed into two vicariates apostolic, One of
these, including most of the Syro-Eoman churches, is under
the spiritual government of the vicar apostolic of Malabar,
whose head-quarters are at Verapoly, where a large monastic
establishment of the Carmelite order exists, founded in 1673.
The other is under the vicar apostolic of Quilon, who is
assisted by eleven European and twelve native priests, super-,
intending 59,350 native Christians.

Those connected with the Archbishopric of Goa are under
the superintendence of the Bishop of Cochin, who resides in
Quilon. Their converts number about 12,000. The total
number of native Eoman Catholics in Travancore, as far as I